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Brief Description: Concerning the disclosure of personally identifying information on certain
transit passes and fare payment media.

Sponsors: Representatives Darneille, Jinkins and Moscoso.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Clarifies the Public Records Act's transit pass/fare payment media information
exemption by providing a definition of "personally identifying information".

Hearing Date: 1/30/12
Staff: Thamas Osborn (786-7129).
Background:

The Public Records Act (PRA) requires all state and local government agencies to make all
public records available for public inspection and copying unless they fall within certain
statutory exemptions. The provisions requiring public records disclosure must be interpreted
liberally and the exceptions narrowly in order to effectuate a general policy favoring disclosure.

The PRA identifies specified types of information relating to public utilities and transportation
that are exempt from disclosure. Among the information relating to transportation that is subject
to exemption is personally identifying information of persons who acquire and use transit passes
or other fare payment media including, but not limited to, stored value smart cards and magnetic
strip cards. However, the exemption of such information is subject to several statutory
exceptions that authorize disclosure to:
* a person, employer, educational institution, or other entity that is responsible, in whole or
in part, for payment of the cost of acquiring or using a transit pass or other fare payment
media for the purpose of preventing fraud;
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* the news media when reporting on public transportation or public safety; or
* law enforcement agencies if the request is accompanied by a court order.

Also, this information may be disclosed in aggregate form if the data does not contain any
personally identifying information.

Summary of Bill:

The act clarifies the PRA's transit pass/fare payment media information exemption by providing
a definition of "personally identifying information". With respect to a transit pass or other fare
payment media, "personally identifying information" is defined to include acquisition or use
information pertaining to a specific, individual transit pass or other fare payment media.

Also, information regarding the acquisition or use of transit passes or fare payment media may
be disclosed in aggregate form if the data does not contain any personally identifying
information.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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